
Death SentenceS anD executionS in 2010
FactS anD FigureS

23 countries

carried out
executions
in 2010

Four men were executed
in Equatorial Guinea within an
hour of being sentenced to death

by a military court

Methods used included: 

BEHEADING  
ELECTROCUTION
HANGING   
LETHAL INJECTION
SHOOTING

4 countries in the G20
executed in 2010: China, Japan,

Saudi Arabia and the USA

China executed

more people than
the rest of the
world put together

58 countries are classified

as retentionist: less
than half of them
executed in 2010

At least 17,833
people were under

sentence of
death at the end

of 2010

96 countries have abolished the

death penalty for all crimes

9 countries have abolished the death

penalty for ordinary crimes only 

34 are abolitionist in practice

One person was executed in

Iran for a crime committed

when he was below 18 years

of age 

138 inmates sentenced

to death in the USA
have been exonerated
since 1973 
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the number oF countrieS abolitioniSt For all crimeS

1991-2010

the number oF countrieS carrying out executionS

1991-2010
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countrieS With the higheSt
number oF executionS in 2010

china executed 1000s
– more people than the
rest of the world put
together

iran 252+

north Korea 60+

yemen 53+

uSa 46

SauDi arabia 27+

libya 18+

Syria 17+

banglaDeSh 9+

Somalia 8+

400       350        300        250        200           150        100        50Number of people

+ indicates that the figure amnesty
international has calculated is a
minimum
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